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Background 

The fifth meeting of the HELCOM Group for the implementation of the ecosystem approach was held in 
Helsinki, Finland, 30-31 October 2013. All Contracting Parties except Poland, Latvia and Lithuania 
participated in the meeting.  The Minutes of the meeting are attached (the most crucial parts are bolded). 

The meeting agreed on the HELCOM input to MSFD Common Implementation Strategy (MSFD CIS) to serve 
the dual purpose of informing: 1) other RSCs and MSFD CIS of HELCOM activities and planned deliverables, 2) 
how HELCOM Contracting Parties being EU member states intend to contribute to the CIS utilizing 
cooperation and activities in HELCOM. The input was presented at the Marine Strategy Coordination Group 
meeting (Brussels, 12-13.11.13) and the EU Marine Directors Meeting (Vilnius, 3 December 2013). 

Based on the information by Germany on an informal brainstorming meeting on 24-25.10.13 in Bonn, the 
meeting in general supported the streamlining and coordination initiative between HELCOM and OSPAR and 
MSFD CIS as it has potential to simplify work streams and alleviate the work load of national experts. 

The progress in the project for monitoring review (HELCOM MORE), including development of the updatable 
electronic HELCOM Monitoring Manual, was evaluated by the Group. The Manual is meant for documenting 
the countries’ activities on monitoring and also offers an opportunity for those Contracting Parties that are 
also EU member states for a cost-efficient approach to reporting according to the needs of the MSFD.  

GEAR provided guidance for organizing the work of the CORESET II project for operationalization of the set of 
core indicators, also taking into account the need to enable good national coordination and ownership as 
well as cross-fertilization with other projects. HELCOM MORE 8/2013 will be held on 13-14 January (in Berlin) 
with the experts of CORESET II, and back-to-back with the CORESET II Kick-off Meeting (15-16 January). 

Further, the working level cooperation between the CORESET II and OSPAR COBAM (Coordination of 
Biodiversity Assessment and Monitoring) has been initiated to collaborate on the development of indicators.  

In addition, the BALSAM project (Testing new concepts for integrated environmental monitoring of the Baltic 
Sea) has been initiated and EUTRO-OPER (Making HELCOM eutrophication assessments operational, 2014-
2015) will start in the beginning of January. 
 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to: 

- take note of the GEAR 5/2013 outcome in general, 

- note that the HELCOM input on its activities has been introduced to the MSFD Common 
Implementation Strategy, which along with contributions by other Regional Sea Conventions 
provides an opportunity for broader and improved cooperation and coordination of activities related 
to the marine environment protection, and to support that also in the future HELCOM would provide 
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continuous inputs and updates on its developments to CIS, 

- request Latvia and Russia to nominate experts to HELCOM MORE, 

- endorse organizing the 6th Meeting of HELCOM GEAR on 26-27 March 2014 (in Berlin, Germany). 
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MINUTES OF THE FIFTH MEETING OF 
GROUP FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ECOSYSTEM APPROACH 

(HELCOM GEAR) 

 

INTRODUCTION   

0.1 In accordance with the Minutes of HELCOM HOD 41/2013 (Paragraph 3.26, LD 
121), the Fifth Meeting of the HELCOM Group for the Implementation of the Ecosystem 
Approach (HELCOM GEAR 5/2013) was held in Helsinki, Finland, at the premises of the 
HELCOM Secretariat from 30 to 31 October 2013. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by delegations from Denmark, Estonia, EU, Finland, 
Germany, Russia and Sweden. The List of Participants is attached as Annex 1.  

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by Ms. Heike Imhoff, Germany, Chair of the GEAR 
Group and Ms. Maria Laamanen, Professional Secretary, assisted by Ms. Petra Kääriä, 
Assisting Professional Secretary, acted as secretary of the Meeting.  

 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1/1 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda as contained in document 1/1. 

Agenda Item 2  Outcome of the Ministerial Meeting 

Documents: 2/2 

2.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 
(document 2/2) and noted that some of the major commitments have been reflected in the 
roadmap of HELCOM activities (cf. document 6/1). 

2.2 The Meeting noted that the units and timeframes of the nutrient load reductions in 
the MAI/CART system have been explained in the background documentation of the 
MAI/CART approach, including the “Summary report on the development of revised 
Maximum Allowable Inputs (MAI) and updated Country Allocated Reduction Targets (CART) 
of the Baltic Sea Action Plan” as well as the technical background report of BNI still under 
development and to be discussed by HELCOM MONAS 19/2013.  

2.3 The Meeting considered the Group’s contribution to the implementation of 
the Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration and took note of the views of the Contracting 
Parties related to the outcome of the HELCOM 2013 Ministerial Meeting as follows:  

 Information by Russia that monitoring of nutrient loads has been one of the issues 
addressed by the BASE project and the information will be used to determine how to 
reach the load reduction targets. The Conference of Heads of Government of the 
Baltic Sea Region for Environmental Protection of the Baltic Sea Region was held on 
5-6 April 2013 in St. Petersburg and St. Petersburg initiative was announced, 
expecting local, regional and federal efforts by state, private as well as public actors. 

 Germany welcomes that the Ministerial Meeting reconfirmed previous HELCOM 
commitments, strengthened the role of HELCOM in the EU MSFD implementation 
process and closed some gaps, such as marine litter. The challenge will be for 
HELCOM to link up with other processes in the EU and in other RSCs and for GEAR 
to strengthen efficiency of its coordination mechanism.  

 Sweden in its preliminary views reflected that HELCOM now has an opportunity to 
use regional tools to implement the ecosystem approach as well as other 
international frameworks and that the renewal of commitment to the BSAP was 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/Summary%20report%20on%20MAI-CART.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/Summary%20report%20on%20MAI-CART.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/Summary%20report%20on%20MAI-CART.pdf
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important. According to the Swedish view, coordination is a crucial issue requiring 
both coordination with external actors, such as OSPAR, as well as internally within 
HELCOM. In addition, there is scope to identify transboundary measures such as for 
marine litter. 

 EU was of the opinion that the Declaration as well as the HELCOM work in general 
are progressive and the collaborative effort achieved by countries is impressive. 

 According to Finland, the content of the Declaration is comprehensive and a 
challenge to the Contracting Parties to implement and of the opinion of Mr. Juha-
Markku Leppänen that the Declaration strengthens HELCOM’s collaborative effort to 
the implementation of ecosystem approach. 

 In the view of Estonia, cooperation within HELCOM has progressed as demonstrated 
by the Ministerial outcome and the Declaration will also contribute to the Gulf of 
Finland Year 2014. 

 Denmark was of the opinion that the content of the Declaration is positive with its new 
elements such as marine litter and underwater noise as well as implementation of 
ecosystem approach. The GEAR group is well suited in being helpful in this respect 
and GEAR can have an important role in coordinating the implementation and e.g. 
the Roadmap has been helpful and overall the role of GEAR should be developed 
and potentially it could be developed into a HELCOM body that will overlook and 
coordinate the overall work of HELCOM. 

2.4 The Meeting took note of the information by Executive Secretary that the 
HELCOM streamlining Task Force has held its first meeting on 29 October 2013 and 
initiated the consideration of HELCOM work’s prioritisation, roles of HELCOM 
subsidiary bodies and review of the HELCOM structure. The Task Force has the task 
to develop a recommendation for HELCOM HOD 45/2014 with the view that HELCOM 
35/2014 will agree on the streamlining. The Meeting noted that the Task Force had 
considered the Roadmap of HELCOM activities as an optimal tool to coordinate 
various activities and potentially helpful also for the streamlining of HELCOM work. 

2.5 The Meeting was of the opinion that the implementation of the Declaration 
and the new strategy that it provides to HELCOM, the HELCOM streamlining activity as 
well as an activity for improved coordination between the European sea regions with 
regard to the implementation of the MSFD CIS (cf. paragraph 5.12) will enable arriving 
at a well-functioning and effective collaboration between Contracting Parties. 

Agenda Item 3  Information by the Secretariat, Contracting Parties and 
Observers 

Documents: 2/1 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the information that HELCOM HOD 41/2013 agreed on 
the amended Terms of Reference of HELCOM GEAR (see Annex 2) as proposed by GEAR 
4/2013, stressing that this agreement will not pre-empt the streamlining and prioritisation of 
HELCOM activities to be carried out after the Ministerial Meeting. 

3.2 The Meeting took note of the extracts from recent HELCOM meetings of 
relevance for GEAR as contained in document 2/1. 

3.3 The Meeting took note of the information on a regional workshop on valuation of 
marine and coastal ecosystem services on 7-8 November, 2013, in Stockholm, Sweden, 
arranged by HELCOM in cooperation with the Stockholm Resilience Centre, the Swedish 
Ministry of the Environment, the Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management and the 
Regional Seas Programme of the UN Environment Programme and with funding support 
provided by the Nordic Council of Ministers. The overall goal of the workshop is to discuss 
how valuation of the Baltic Sea ecosystem services can be used for ecosystem-based 
marine management. The programme for the workshop is available on the following website: 
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/ws-ecosystem-services/. The Meeting invited 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79420&folderId=2258447&name=DLFE-54303.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/ws-ecosystem-services/
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the delegates to inform their relevant national experts of the workshop and to encourage their 
participation. 

Agenda Item 4  Activities of relevant HELCOM projects or processes 

Documents: 4/1, 4/2, 4/3, 4/3/Rev.1, 4/4, 4/5, 4/6, 4/7, 4/8, 4/9, 4/10/W.P. 

4.1 The Meeting took note of the outcome of HELCOM MORE 6/2013 (document 
4/2) and welcomed the progress of the HELCOM MORE project in general, recalling 
that the objective of the project is to review and as necessary revise HELCOM’s 
monitoring to support cost-effective joint monitoring that enables evaluating if the 
objectives of the BSAP and other targets are being reached. 

4.2 The Meeting considered the initial thoughts on HELCOM Monitoring Manual 
originally developed by Lead Countries Germany and Finland and further developed by 
HELCOM MORE 6/2013, including the proposed fact sheets as presented by the Secretariat 
(document 4/4 and Presentation 1). The Meeting stressed that the Manual is meant for 
documenting the activities of HELCOM Contracting Parties on monitoring, does not cover 
data reporting, and is being developed with the view to cater also for the needs of the MSFD 
reporting by those Contracting Parties that are also EU member states. 

4.3 The Meeting took note of the presentation on a workshop hosted by Germany 
under WG DIKE to further work on the technical aspects of approaches to decentralised 
reporting of monitoring programmes, as presented by Germany (Presentation 2). The 
workshop identified the regional level as the most cost-efficient level to pilot such an 
approach if the EU member states wished to take it forward.  

4.4 The Meeting welcomed the MORE work on joint documentation in the form 
of an updatable electronic HELCOM Monitoring Manual (cf. document 4/4) which 
would help to substantiate national monitoring activities of HELCOM Contracting 
Parties in an integrated manner and support national reporting by those Contracting 
parties that are also EU members. The Meeting recalled that in 2012 the reporting 
under the MSFD had been regionally uncoordinated and nationally laborious and 
stressed that the joint documentation under development offers an opportunity for a 
cost-efficient approach.  

4.5 The Meeting noted the comment by the EU, welcoming the work and approach 
developed by HELCOM MORE in close cooperation with WG DIKE on joint documentation. 
The Meeting supported the activity of HELCOM MORE in developing the joint 
documentation through a monitoring manual and encouraged all Contracting Parties 
to follow and contribute to the MORE work and welcomed the willingness of the Lead 
Countries to advise other Parties as they may need.  

4.6 The Meeting invited Russia and Latvia to nominate experts to HELCOM MORE 
by informing the Secretariat. The Meeting took note of the information that Russia is currently 
developing and modernising the state monitoring system as part of the St. Petersburg 
initiative and welcomed the willingness of Russia to take part in the monitoring revision work 
of HELCOM MORE. 

4.7 The Meeting was of the opinion that the MORE web tool, presenting the current 
monitoring activities and existing monitoring networks, is a helpful tool that could be 
developed further and used in the further work on reviewing the coordinated monitoring 
network and programme. 

4.8 The Meeting agreed on the updated work plan for the HELCOM monitoring 
revision project (HELCOM MORE) as contained in document 4/3/Rev.1. The Meeting 
endorsed the plan to hold the HELCOM MORE 8/2013 workshop on 13-14 January 2014 
with the experts working under HELCOM CORESET II and welcomed the willingness of 
Germany to host the workshop in Berlin or Bonn back-to-back with the kick-off meeting of 
CORESET II (cf. paragraph 4.17). 
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4.9 The Meeting took note of the of the start of the EU funded Pilot Project 
BALSAM: Testing new concepts for integrated environmental monitoring of the Baltic 
Sea, as presented by Ms. Johanna Karhu, Project Coordinator of BALSAM (document 4/6, 
Presentation 3) and welcomed the plan to arrange the kick-off meeting of the project on 
14-15 November 2013 in the Secretariat, and the establishing of a working structure for the 
project, including a Steering Group consisting of the Professional Secretary, Project 
Coordinator and Working Package leaders. 

4.10 The Meeting considered how the work of BALSAM relates to the work of 
HELCOM MORE and CORESET II and took note of the explanation by Professional 
Secretary that the activities are aimed at being complementary and filling in gaps in the 
activities on monitoring revision (MORE) and core indicators development (CORESET 
II). The Meeting invited the Secretariat to further clarify in the next HELCOM GEAR meeting 
how BALSAM project is integrated and contributes to on-going HELCOM work, especially to 
the work of HELCOM MORE and CORESET II. 

4.11 The Meeting invited the Project Coordinator to also inform HELCOM HABITAT of 
the progress and plans of the project since the project works on biodiversity aspects. 

4.12 The Meeting reminded the Contracting Parties of the need to link national and 
BALSAM activities and the Contracting Parties of the need for national coordination and 
invited the Project Manager to inform the next GEAR meeting of the more detailed plans for 
technical work of the project. 

4.13 The Meeting took note of the current state and next steps for HELCOM’s core 
indicators (document 4/7) and welcomed the overview of HELCOM indicators (document 
4/9). The Meeting noted that Denmark and Finland plan to use the overview in the national 
gap analyses and are willing to provide feedback to HELCOM GEAR. 

4.14 The Meeting considered how to further the work on the HELCOM core, pre-
core, candidate and pressure indicators and was of the opinion that guidance for 
further work would need to be specified. 

4.15 A drafting group formed by Germany, Finland and Sweden developed a 
Guidance for organising and executing the work under CORESET II and the Meeting agreed 
on the slightly amended guidance as contained in document 4/10/W.P.  

4.16 For setting up the implementation plan, the Meeting agreed on the following 
activities: 

 the CORESET project manager is invited to populate the table in the document in an 

initial effort, using Annex 3 of document 4/7 as a starting point and circulate it to 

GEAR contacts by 8 November 2013, 

 Contracting Parties are invited to offer (leading and/or assisting) task managers for 

the indicators and to comment on the preliminary contents of the table by 2 

December 2013, and 

 the project manager consolidates the table and sends it to nominated task managers 

by 11 December 2013 for update with concrete tasks and timelines with a view to 

presenting the table as basis for discussion and finalisation to a CORESET II kick-off 

meeting. 

4.17 The Meeting agreed to organise the kick-off meeting of HELCOM CORESET 
II on 15-16 January 2014 and welcomed the willingness of Germany to organise the 
meeting back-to-back with HELCOM MORE 8/2013 (cf. paragraph 4.7). The Meeting agreed 
that the invitation to the workshop should be sent to the HELCOM GEAR contacts and 
invited the GEAR members also to ensure that there will be participation by relevant experts 
capable of working on the fact sheets of the monitoring manual to the preceding back-to-
back HELCOM MORE 8/2013 and CORESET II expert workshop (cf. paragraph 4.7). 
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4.18 The Meeting invited the Secretariat to provide to the Contracting Parties an 
estimation of human resources needed from the Contracting Parties for the CORESET 
II project. 

4.19 The Meeting took note of the German comments on the list of human pressure 
indicators presented to GEAR 4/2013 (document 4/8) and of the view of the EU that human 
pressure indicators are crucial to develop and that if the revision of the EC Decision will take 
place it would need to consider region specific aspects to which HELCOM indicators could 
contribute. 

4.20 The Meeting took note that the Task Groups under MSFD on Litter and Noise will 
provide information next week (week 45) which could contribute to the HELCOM work and 
for D7 three indicators have been defined within OSPAR. 

4.21 The Meeting supported the proposed working level cooperation between the 
HELCOM CORESET and OSPAR COBAM groups to exchange information and collaborate 
on the development of indicators. 

4.22 The Meeting took note of the progress of the HELCOM-EU BASE project to 
support the Implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan in Russia and including a 
component focusing on ‘indicators’ (document 4/5), as presented by Mr. Leonid Korovin, 
Russia. 

4.23 The Meeting took note of the status of the EUTRO-OPER project “Making 
HELCOM eutrophication assessments operational” (2014-2015) (document 4/1) that 
has the aim to semi-automate the operating of the eutrophication core indicators in 
cooperation with ICES and was adopted by HELCOM HOD 42/2013. Funding has been 
secured for most of the budget through HELCOM budget and extra contributions by 
some Contracting Parties. Additionally the EU informed that it will support work 
containing actions to specifically help HELCOM and OSPAR to develop their data 
systems, including this project. 

4.24 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to inform the Secretariat 
(maria.laamanen@helcom.fi) of their participants to the EUTRO-OPER project by 29 
November 2013 preferably including also experts involved in WFD related assessment work. 

4.25 The Meeting further took note of the outcome of the first DIKE Technical Sub-
Group meeting held on 4 July 2013 in Copenhagen, as presented by Mr. Joni Kaitaranta, 
Data Administrator. The most crucial outcomes from the meeting were recommendations to 
WG DIKE, including specification of work to identify information needs for eutrophication, 
hazardous substances, biodiversity and possibly fisheries and the Sub-Group can be utilised 
to develop work-flow aspects.  

4.26 The Meeting took note that as an example the workflow and data model on 
eutrophication data from the Baltic Sea had been presented and the need for further 
coordination expressed and the view by Germany that the data-flow model presented by the 
EEA and ICES in the Task-Group meeting is currently not yet applicable and requires further 
work. 

4.27 The Meeting took note of the view by the EU that it is crucial to ensure the data-
flows for regional work, e.g., indicators, and the ongoing and planned work on core indicators 
and their operationalization can support the member states. 

Agenda Item 5  Coordination and information related to the 
implementation of the ecosystem approach and related 
policies 

Documents: 5/1, 5/2, 5/3, 5/3/Rev.1, 5/3/Rev.2 

5.1 The Meeting recalled that the updated report on the implementation of the Baltic 
Sea Action Plan by the Contracting Parties, in the form of the Index of Actions, is available 
on the HELCOM website and invited the Contracting Parties to inform the Secretariat of any 
additional information on the BSAP implementation. 

http://helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Background/BSAP%20Index%20of%20Actions%20full%20September2013.pdf
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5.2 The Meeting took note of the suggestion by Germany to have as a long-term 
objective to harmonise the reporting mechanisms for the MSFD and BSAP and 
concluded that in this point of time some other issues should be given priority.  

5.3 The Meeting considered that it could be helpful if the Contracting Parties being 
also EU member states made available links to their national reporting under Articles 8, 9 
and 10 of the MSFD in association with the BSAP implementation report but noted that the 
reports are in national languages. The link to the corresponding information from Finland and 
Sweden can be found under the following links: 

 Finland: http://www.ymparisto.fi/fi-
FI/Vesi_ja_meri/Vesien_ja_merensuojelu/Merenhoidon_suunnittelu_ja_yhteistyo  

 Sweden: https://www.havochvatten.se/miljopolitik-och-lagar/forvaltning-av-sveriges-
vatten/havsmiljodirektivet/detta-ar-gjort-i-arbetet-med-havsmiljodirektivet.html. 

5.4 The Meeting took note of the information by the EU on the development of 
the Common Implementation Strategy up to 2020 and that work is being geared up for 
the second implementation round starting in 2018. A much stronger role for the RSCs 
is foreseen in the CIS process than previously. The Meeting noted that the MSCG 
meeting will consider the CIS prior to the December 2013 Marine Directors meeting. 
Future work will include a review of the EC Decision to clarify and strengthen the work 
on defining GES and making the work among the countries more coherent. This 
review will build on the work carried out in marine regions. 

5.5 The Meeting considered the draft input on planned HELCOM activities 
which also contribute to MSFD Common Implementation Strategy (MSFD CIS) 
(document 5/3) as well as the revised document 5/3/Rev.1 that takes into account 
some additional comments by Contracting Parties. The Meeting agreed that the 
intention of the revision of the document is that it can serve the dual purpose to:  

 inform other Regional Seas Conventions and MSFD CIS of those activities and 
planned deliverables in the upcoming years, and 

 inform how HELCOM Contracting Parties being EU member states intend to 
contribute to the CIS utilizing cooperation and activities in HELCOM. 

5.6 The Meeting took note that CIS is a living document and that there is an 
expectation that HELCOM will inform on its major milestones or changes in the plans 
in its activities, clarified some of the text explaining the intention of the document, 
included the revised graph of HELCOM activities. The Meeting agreed on the 
document as contained in document 5/3/Rev.2, noting a study reservation by Russia 
to be clarified by 6 November 2013, and agreed to submit it to the upcoming MSCG. 

5.7 The Meeting took note of the outcome from the second meeting of the PCG held 
on 12–13 September 2013 in Brussels, Belgium (document 5/1) and noted that it is a 
challenge for the management community to absorb from the science community the large 
quantity of information that is potentially helpful for the implementation of the MSFD and that 
it is worth to further explore options for efficient science-policy communication as has been 
done by the PCG.  

5.8 The Meeting considered the draft final report by Milieu Ltd to the EC regarding 
the Regional Sea Convention needs under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
(document 5/2) and took note of the information by the EU that the report is intended for 
providing background information to the EU for directing funding to right areas of the CIS 
process. The Meeting took note of the further information by Mr. Juha-Markku Leppänen, 
Finland, who took part in the analysis, that the report is based on existing documents, 
questionnaires and interviews of Contracting Parties experts and Secretariat.  

5.9 The Meeting pointed out that the report gives a somewhat false expression that a 
comparable amount of work is still needed in the Baltic Sea region in relation to the other 
regions which may be the result from many needs having been identified due to the on-going 
processes within HELCOM. The Meeting also observed that the major mode of work 

http://www.ymparisto.fi/fi-FI/Vesi_ja_meri/Vesien_ja_merensuojelu/Merenhoidon_suunnittelu_ja_yhteistyo
http://www.ymparisto.fi/fi-FI/Vesi_ja_meri/Vesien_ja_merensuojelu/Merenhoidon_suunnittelu_ja_yhteistyo
https://www.havochvatten.se/miljopolitik-och-lagar/forvaltning-av-sveriges-vatten/havsmiljodirektivet/detta-ar-gjort-i-arbetet-med-havsmiljodirektivet.html
https://www.havochvatten.se/miljopolitik-och-lagar/forvaltning-av-sveriges-vatten/havsmiljodirektivet/detta-ar-gjort-i-arbetet-med-havsmiljodirektivet.html
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proposed for Baltic Sea region is workshops which may not be an optimal way forward in all 
cases.  

5.10 The Meeting expressed its view that the intention of the report is positive and 
HELCOM supports these intentions and was of the opinion that HELCOM should liaise with 
OSPAR in reflecting on the report. 

5.11 The Meeting welcomed the information that the HELCOM GEAR Chairlady is 
willing to convey a message to the MSCG concerning a positive evaluation by GEAR of the 
intentions of conducting such a study of HELCOM needs and invited the Contracting Parties 
to provide further input to the conclusions related to the report by 5 November 2013 by 
informing the Secretariat (maria.laamanen@helcom.fi) with the view that the Chair supported 
by the Secretariat will draft a short note to the MSFD. 

5.12 The Meeting took note of the information by Germany on an informal 
brainstorming meeting on streamlining and coordinating activities between regional 
seas for the purpose of MSFD CIS implementation held on 24-25 October 2013 in 
Bonn, Germany, with the presence of Contracting Parties straddling HELCOM and 
OSPAR as well as Executive Secretaries of both organisations (Presentation 4). The 
meeting considered issues of substance, structure and procedures with the view to 
streamlining processes, including coordination.  

5.13 The Meeting invited the organisers to provide the outcome document from 
the Meeting to the members of HELCOM GEAR and took note of the intention of 
Germany to inform also OSPAR CoG and MSFD MSCG meetings.  

5.14 The Meeting in general supported the streamlining and coordination 
initiative between the two regions and MSFD CIS implementation and was of the 
opinion that it has potential to simplify work streams and alleviate the work load of 
national experts working on the two conventions and MSFD CIS.  

5.15 Regarding the progress in establishing MSFD Programmes of Measures, the 
Meeting took note of the information by  

 Sweden that currently they are considering links between MSFD and other directives 
and a PoM is expected to be developed by the end of 2014 and sent for public 
consultation in early spring 2015. In 2014, during spring a gap analysis will be carried 
out and thinking for structure is currently that pressures will be considered and linked 
to descriptors. 

 Germany started the development of a conceptual framework for establishing MSFD 
programmes of measures and a gap analysis of existing measures in relation to the 
national MSFD environmental targets. A national workshop at the end of November 
will address a wide range of general questions and issues around the integrated 
planning of measures for the MSFD and WFD and the relationship of measures under 
the MSFD and other frameworks. The programmes of measures will undergo a 
strategic environment assessment and will go to a six months’ public consultation on 
31 March 2015. 

 Finland that a group has been established to develop the PoM using as the starting 
point the general environmental targets according to Article 10 that utilised the targets 
of the BSAP. Currently an analysis of existing measures and their sufficiency is being 
carried out. In the next phase it will be considered how gaps will be filled. 
Harmonisation and integration of measures between different directives will be 
carried out and e.g. public hearing for the MSFD PoM will be organised together with 
consultations for the WFD. 

 Denmark that work on PoMs has recently been initiated by establishing a planning 
process, analysing risks and identifying relevant actors. Further work is planned for 
spring 2014 and funding is planned to be identified in autumn 2014. 

mailto:maria.laamanen@helcom.fi
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2437289&name=DLFE-55119.pdf
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 Estonia that a project plan exists and funding has been applied for both development 
of a monitoring programme and PoM. In 2014, the project activities should be able to 
start. Public participation process for PoM and EIA are planned for the year 2015. 

5.16 The Meeting considered that it would be relevant to focus on 
transboundary components of Programmes of Measures and agreed that the next 
meeting of HELCOM GEAR ought to further consider the transboundary aspects of 
PoMs. 

Agenda Item 6  Roadmap of HELCOM activities 

Documents: 6/1 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the Roadmap of HELCOM activities endorsed by 
HELCOM HOD 41/2013 and updated by the Secretariat to take into account the decisions of 
HELCOM HOD 41/2013 and the outcome of the Ministerial Meeting especially related to 
monitoring, indicators and assessments (document 6/1). 

6.2 The Meeting supported the updated Roadmap with reflections of the 
Ministerial outcomes in general and found the Roadmap approach helpful for planning 
the work. 

6.3 The Meeting noted that the Roadmap will be continuously updated 
according to the progress of work. The Meeting agreed that the Contracting Parties 
should have time until 12 November 2013 to provide further comments to the 
Roadmap and decided to consider the GEAR role in the Roadmap in further detail in 
the next GEAR meeting.  

6.4 The Meeting pointed out that GEAR role and tasks need to be reflected in 
further detail, possibly as a separate document to the next meeting, and the 
ecosystem health addressed in a broader manner including work from MSP WG and 
MARITIME group. 

6.5 The Meeting considered the proposal by Poland to shift the review of HELCOM 
eutrophication targets to an earlier time point, i.e., to 2017 and clarified that this proposal 
concerns only the GES boundaries for eutrophication status.  

6.6 The Meeting considered that the review provides an opportunity to update the 
status targets for the second initial assessment due 2018 and to seek coherence between 
eutrophication status targets of HELCOM and the Water Framework Directive (WFD) but at 
the same time recalled that a full review carried out in 2011-2013, including the TARGREV 
project, was a tedious and resource consuming effort and in the years to come HELCOM 
should focus its efforts on operationalization of the indicators for eutrophication rather than 
repeating work that has just been finalised.  

6.7 The Meeting invited Poland to clarify to HELCOM MONAS 19/2013 the 
background for its proposal for changed timing of the target review and asked HELCOM 
MONAS 19/2013 to reconsider the proposal in the light of the above views of HELCOM 
GEAR 5/2013 and the clarification to be provided by Poland. The Meeting agreed that for the 
time being, the timing of the review should not be changed.  

Agenda Item 7  Any other business 

Documents: None 

7.1 The Meeting decided to hold the next meeting of the Group, HELCOM GEAR 
6/2014, on 26-27 March 2014 in Berlin, Germany. 

Agenda Item 8  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents: 8/1, 8/1/Rev.1 
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8.1 The Meeting adopted the draft outcome of the Meeting as contained in document 
8/1/Rev.1. The Minutes of the Meeting, together with the documents and presentations 
considered by the Meeting are available in the HELCOM Meeting Portal. 
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